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December, 2021
To all Chapter Presidents and Members

I would like to start by saying Thank You to my current Executive Board for their
dedicated service to the National NYCPD 10-13 and to our Chapters.

As you are all aware by now, as of January 1, 2022, | will be stepping down as President
of the National; however, | will be staying on as an advisor to our new President Michael
Fahy to insure a smooth transition. Also stepping down is Secretary Marie Zolfo who will
be replaced by Salvatore Pepitone, as well as Treasurer John McLoughlin, who is being
replaced by Jill Killeen. 1st Vice President John Briganti and Vice President Richard
Molloy have been re-elected and will remain on the Board with President’s Advisor
Harvey Katowitz. Thomas Sullivan has been appointed Chairman of our Committees.

I have been involved with the National for twelve years, as has been Marie and John. It
is now time for us to step down/retire and let some young energetic new board

members continue the goals of the National 10-13.

At this time, | also want to extend a special thank you to President Emeritus, Anthony
Perrone for mentoring me during my time on the National Board, and | am sure Tony
will do the same for President Fahy.

The holiday season is approaching quickly upon us. During this crazy time in our lives,
with the COVID virus, which we all thought, was behind us, now we face this new
Omicron variant. As the world goes into panic mode, we pray that we don’t go back to
extreme restrictions, let us make the best of the holiday season and hopefully Mr.
Freeze stays away and we have mild winter weather.

In January, the New York State Legislation will be back in session. We are told that the
State Legislative Buildings will finally re-open, thus allowing us to visit the legislators in
Albany. Your National Executive Board has already been aggressively active during this
quiet time of the 2021 session. We have met with numerous State Senators, Assembly
members and via phone
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conversations and letters. We have also been attending the Alliance of Public Retirees
monthly meetings in Albany in preparation for the 2022 legislative session. Most of our
Legislative Agenda Bills have already been numbered and we have verbal commitments
from our prior bill sponsors that they will be re-submitting our 2022 un-numbered bills
for the 2022 session. NOTE: Our 2021 numbered bills do not need to be re-numbered;
they only need 2022 re-submission of the 2021 Fiscal/Actuary Notes that are required
for all legislative bills.

As you all are aware, former Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul is now the Governor of
New York State. The Governor has already announced that she will be running for re-
election in November 2022. It is our opinion, and that of our Alliance organizations, as
the Governor seeks re-election, she will be more supportive of our Legislative Agenda
Bills in comparison to former Governor Coumo.

As we all know as retirees, as per the Taylor Law, we are no longer able to vote or
negotiate regarding our benefits via our line organizations. This is why we must look to
our elected officials to protect the benefits that we fought for and earned.

While talking about benefits, | am sure you all are aware of the cities new proposed
Medicare Advantage Program, which as retirees, we had no input into this proposed

change to our medical coverage. As of this writing, the plan is on hold due to a court

injunction. It remains to be seen what the outcome will be, but | believe that at some
point we will be pushed into a new Medicare Advantage Plan. It should be noted that
we presently have two separate Legislative Bills in Albany. One is for all state workers
and the other is for New York City police, firefighters and their dependants. If passed
and signed by the Governor, it will guarantee our benefits that we had when we retired.

I must mention that there has never been a more dangerous time for our law
enforcement profession or our city, not to mention the lack of respect to all law
enforcement officers in the country. The NYPD and other law enforcement agencies are
under attack by radical groups and progressive liberal politicians who seek to destroy all
we have achieved. As of December 1%, 58 police officers have been killed in the line of
duty incidents and in all, 314 have been shot. In addition, there have been 95 ambush-
style attacks thus far this year across the United States. All record numbers with one
month left for the year 2021. Let us all pray and never forget the above officers and
their families.
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I would like to conclude by saying that is has truly been an honor and privilege to have
been President of the National 10-13 Organization. | want to once again thank my
Executive Board, our Chapter Presidents and Members for allowing me the honor to
serve as your President.

In conclusion, on behalf of myself and the Executive Board, | would like to extend Best
Wishes for a Happy Holiday Season, Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and
Prosperous New Year.

“Frank Martarella’

l%raternally,
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